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A “N0SQUITO FLEET”

FORMATION OF ANOTHER SQUADRON
DETERMINED UPON,

SMALL CRAFT TO COMPOSE IT.

SO NEWS FROM THE SPANISH TOR-
PEDO FLOTILLA.

Au Admiral, Active or Retired, May
Be Placed in Supreme Command
of the Naval Forees—Usual
Activity Prevalled
Yesterday.

Washington, March 28—The customary
activity which hud prevailed in all branches
of the war and navy departments for the
past month was spparent sgain to-day.
Particularly was this the case in the lat-
ter, where Secrefary Long and Assistant
Secretary Roosevelt were on huand early,
Lolding conferences with bureau chiefs and
# number of visitors who had business of
importance. Amoeng the public men who
saw Secretary Long was Benator Frye, of
Maine. At 10 o'clock the secretary left
the department for the White House, in-
tending not to return until 2 o'clock.

There wias no additional information at
the department regarding the location of
the Spanish torpede boat flotllla now on
it way to Puerto Rico from the Canaries,
excepting that it was advancing steadily.
The highest naval authorities continue to
eay that this movement is the most for-
midable menace to the ships of our navy
thut has yet occurred.

1t was disclosed for the first time by
one of the naval orders lssued to-day that
the department had determined upon the
formution of an additional new flect, to be
knoewn as “the mosquito fleet,” to he com-
poged of tugs, steam yachts and other
smal! vessels which may be oblainable
and which are 1o be used as a sort of
mobile defense of sea coast cities. It was
further developed In this connection that
the maval militia of the several states Is
to be called upon to man this auxlliary
fleel.

The fact that Admiral Walker cabled
from Nicaragun to the state department
announcing his departure for home revives
the speculation as to the likellhood of
one of the brightest officers of the navy,
nciive or retired, belng placed in charge
of the entire naval operations, including the
fleet under Captain Sampson, Commodore
Schley's flying squadron and gny suxiliary
lines of defense that may be established.

It was stated, however, at the navy de-
partment thet Admiral Walker's home-
coming is becasuse of the concluslon of the
work of the Nicaragua canal commission,
of which he is president, and that it was
not hastened because of the present naval
activity, Moreover, the name of Admiral
Bunce, who is still on the active list, Is
the most frequently mentioned among the
highest naval officers as the one most like-
Iy 1o be chosen for this supreme command
If it should he determined upon.

In wiew of the great desire for ex-
perienced men in the naval service just at
this time, It Is more than probable that
the navy department will exercise con-
siderable Jeniency in dealing with the cases
of men who are charged with having de-
serted from the naval service and who re-
muin absent fromg fear of punishment. In
cases where the records of the men were
good previous to thelr desertion, they will
in all probability, upon surrendering them-
selves at a recelving ship, be officially re-
giurded as simple stragglers and not as de-
serters.  According to the regulations a
“stragegler” Is an enlisted man who has
overstayed his leave and is rubject to minor
punizhment. Deserters, however, are dls-
churged from the service and are ineligible
for relnlistment. 1t s ,recognized thut
muny good men have left the service with-
out permission during the past Tew Years
of peace who would willingly re-enter the
navy and render good service in the event
of an outbreak of hostilitles. The probable
poliey of the deépartment looking to a more
Hberal treatment of technical deserters is
due in & great measure to the difficulty the
recrulting officers are having In securing
men up to the naval rrriulrements_

Communder Horace Elmers hasg been de-
tached from Cramps’ navy yard and or-
dered 1o command **The Mosquito fleet”
to be formed of ull small craft that can
carry a gun. The Clnelnnatl and Castine
have arirved at Key West

FLYING SQUADRON A FACT.

Commodore Schley Takes Command
and Holsts His Fiag on the
Brooklyn.

Fort Monroe, Va, March 28 —(With the
American flying squadron, Hampton Roads,
March 28)—More than usual enthusiasm
was displayed to-day by the officers and
—=:z of that portlon of the American fiving
squadron already assembled here of which
Commodore Schley took command. There
i= always a perfunctory duty to be done
In such cases, but the duty to-day was
performed with an {i1-concenled enthusinsm
that bordered upon a hreach of discipline.
Officers smiled, however. The newly-detail-
ed commander could mot, in his pleasure
ut such a greeting, find fault, and the men
were allowed to glve full vent to their
feelings, The significance of the greeting
was in the general feeling that the frst
step toward the completion of what will
be the free fghting squadron had been
tuken, and the men apparently were grati.
fled both with the step and with the choice
of commanders, for Commodore Schley s
known as a conservative yet absolutely
fearless und determined fighter,

Commodore Schley left Washington last
night, and arrived at Fort Monroe early
thi= morning. He was met by un ensign
and a boat crew of sajors who relleved
him of his buggage and recelved informa-
tion that he would go aboard the Brookiyn,
which he has designated as tlagship.

At 920 o'clock, ufter breakfast at the
Chamberlain, the communder of the Brook-
Iyn, with rome petty officers, took Commo-
dore Schley aboard a launch and conveyed
him to the feet which lies near Newport
News. The commodore was in clvilian
dress, but was saiuted with the usunl form-
alitics as he passed up the Brookiyn's com-
punionway, to begin active service. He
wns swhown to gquarters which are more
claborate than upon any other wuarship
aflout, having been prepared for exhibir
when the Brooklyn visited England dur-
ing the queen's jubllee. Within a halt
hour after boarding ship, Commodore
Schley, in fall uniform, was ready to take
command, and the men of the feet wers
drummed to quarters with the yards
manned, the marines on deck and officers
and gunners at post.

Commodore Behley stepped to the bridge
of the Brooklyn, and, reading his com-
mand as commander, took posseszlon. At
the same instant, his flag was broken from
the Brooklyn's masthead and one of the
blg guns belched forth a salute which wus
answered from the Massachusetts, lying
near.

Then enthusiasm broke loose, and there
wis a roar of applause from the deck and
yards, Bhortly after, the officers of the
battleship Massachusetts came aboard, and,
together with the officers of the Brooklyvn,
pald thelr respects.

The second step In the formation of the
equadron will tuke place this week, when
tae assignment of vessels is complete.

For specd and strength this squadron will
be unexcelled. At present the battleship
Massachusetts, of 10,258 tons and capable of
eighteen knots an hour, and the protected
first class cruiser Brooklyn, of $217 tons
and capable of twenty-two knots an hour,
form the nucleus of the squadron. During
the week it iz expected thut the Minneapo-
ls, of 5,755 tons, with & sjpeed of twenty-

three knots, and the Columbia, 6,735 tons,
with a speed of twenty-three knots, will be
added. While these fighting ships are rated
as crulsers only, they are of a type equal
to the best battleships of BSpain, The
Brooklyn, particularly, Is the highest type
of a fighting machine and its equipment of
rapid fire guns exceeds both In number and
culiber any first class battleship of Spain.
In speead, the squadron will be unexcelled,
its average speed belng twenty-one and
five-tenths knots. The four best boats in
the Bpanish fleet average but elghteen and
five-tenths knots, Commodore Schley sald
this mornipg to the Assoclated Press rep-
resentative: I have no orders to move,
nor do I know when any will come. We are
rendy to move at the shortest kind of
notice upon the completion of the fleetr.”

NIGHT WORK ORDERED.

War Preparations to He Conducted
Under High Presaure at Brook-
Iyn Navy Yard.

New York, March 28.—The work at the
navy vard hereafter will be under high
pressure, Orders have been lssued to all
the chiefs of the yard departments that
work will be continued, night as well as
duy. In addition to the large amount of
work for the yard in changes on the re-
cent purchases of yachts and tugs for the
auxiliary navy, the ammunition hoists of
the battleship Texas may be altered. Thesa
alterations will probably require & week,
A story that the Texas had a hole in her
hull is denied by the officers. There are
now five yachta and seven tugs in the navy
surd that have been purchased for use as
an auxiliary fleet. The yvachts are the May-
flower, Hermoine, Columbia, Almy and
Allcin. The tugs are the Ivins, Wise, E. T.
Luckenbach, W. A. Luchenbach, El Toro,
Winthrop and Atlas, The two latter arrived
at the yard to-day. The report of the board
of survey to prepare specifications and es-
timates for the alteration and armament
of these vessels is under consideration at
Washington. Naval Constructor Bowles, of
the yard department of construction and re-
pair, has been anuthorized to proceed with
the work. About 130 mechanics and bliack-
smiths were hired by the construction de-
partment last week, and to-day thirty more

men were put to work.

The yard tug Nina (. carried a blg ship-
ment of ammunition from Fort Lafayetle
to Perth Amboy to-day. The Pennsylvania
rallrond will transport it South to the
fleets. Additional orders for shipment of
stores to the various vessels In commis-
sion along the coast were received at the

storekecper's deparument to-day. The tug
Traffic carried & big miscellaneous cargo
3“!' stores for shipment at Jersey City to-

Y.

The work of enlistment continues, and
there are at present 131 men on the recelv-
ing ship Vermont,

NO ST. LOUIS INDORSEMENT.

Merchants’ l-:xrh-n;;- Will Not De-
clare Itsclf on the Span-
finh Crinin.

8t. Louls, March 25.—It Is announced this
afternoon that the Bt. Louls Merchants’
exchange will not follow the lead of the
boards of trade of Boston and Philadel-
phia in officially indorsing the course of
President McKinley in the present crisis
or officially assuring the executive that
its members would stand by him, whatever
his ultimute action might be.

President Christopher Sharp refuses to
put either of these questions to a vole,
though he has been requested to do so.
To-day he received a communication from
the president of the Philadelphia board of
trade, stating that that body had pledged
itself to stand by the president of the
United States, and asking him to obtain a
simllar pledge from the local exchange.

Preceding this message came one from
the executive of the Boston board of trade
asking for un Indorsement of Presldent
McKinley's policy.

Mr. Bharp replied to both that the St.
Louis Merchants' exchange would defer
actlon.

“The exchange does not refuse to In-
dorse the president,” sald President Sharp.
“I do not belleve in Indorsing a polley he-
fore I know what that polley is. As to
pledging ourselves to stand by the declsion
of the president, that would be useless.
Every American will do that, once the de-
cislon Is arrived at. It is nmot time for a
body like ours to indorse a pollcy. That
131:;1 matter that congress should deal
with.

NAMES OF VESSELS CHANGED.

Yachis Named After Stinging Innects
and Tugs After Indians or
Indian Tribes.

Washington, March 25.—Secretary Long
has lssurd an order changing the names of
vessels recently purchased by the navy de-
partment as follows:

Yachts—Alicin, to be called Hornet; Almy,
to be called Eagle; Hermione, to be called
Wasp.

Tug=—Edgar F. Luckenback, to be called
Tecumseeh; Walter A. Luckenback, to be
called Uncas: Winthrop, to be called Osce-
ola; P. H. Wise, to be called Sloux; El
Toro, 1o be called Algonquin.

The torpedo boat bulit for the German
navy and recently purchased for the United
States navy has been named the Somers,
aftér the famous brig of that name which
rendered such wvallant service in the carly
duys of the republic.

In choosing designations for the tugs. In-
dian names were given, while for the
vachts which are to be transformed into
torpedo bouts the names of stinging in.

secls were assigned.

The tug Atlas, of the Standard Oil Com-
pany. was purchnsed to-day by the gov-
ernment on approvil of the naval auxiliary
board. This makes cight tugs and five
yachts thut have been purchased by the
government,

Engineer Dickson and Naval Constructor
Tuwresey examined the stenmer Horatlo
Hall, of the Marine Steamship Company at
Chester. Pi., to-day. It I also sald that
the steamer Miaml was scheduled for ex-
amination at that point to-day.

The board's examiners will, It is said,
look over 1 vacht which has been proffered
and which is now at Wilmington, Del,

TO MAN THE MONTAUK.

Ninetiy-five of the New Jerney Naval
Militim Ordered to He Ready
for Service.

Trenton, N. J.. March 28.—Adjutant Gen-
eral Stryker received word from Assistant
Secretary of the Navy Roosevelt to-day to
hold ninety-ilve of the New Jerscy naval
reserve In readiness to take the monitor
Montauk from Lengue Islund navy vard to
Portland, Me. Governor Voorhees suid to-
day that the order from Washington for
the transporting of the monitor g exnected
within two or three day= The nineiy-five
men have already been selected from the
battalion of the East, comprising Jersc
City and Newark. The memboers of the bit-
tallon are considered good sallor=.  Last
summer they had considerable practice on
the portsmouth and one day they had full
charge of the battleship Malne off the
coust of New London. They were compli-
mented by the chief officers of the Muine,

GERMANY’S POSITION.

The Fatherland Knows Better Than
1o Make Any Atiempt nt
Interference.

Berlin, March Z2.—A high official of the
German forelgn office sald to-day 1o the
correspondent here of the  Assoclated

Press:

“Germany will jovfiully greet any step
to improve Spanlsh-American relations,
but this interest does not go 8o fur as to
induce Germany to participate in offering
mediation. Moreover, there is no indicu-
tion that America s inclined to suffer such
mediation, nor on what hasia.”

The Vossische Zeltung siays:

“The most dangerous Is the second de-
mand, namely, under the cloak of human-
{turianism, to alm at direct Interference In
Ccba. The Washington government In
that goes bevond the limits. Spaln can
niuke concesslons without humliliation and
loss of dignity, but If America insists upon
these demands, swords will come out of
thelr scabbards.””

The Tagebiatt remarks:

“The American jingoes underrate the In-

juries which a war will bring upon Amer-
fea.”

The Boersen Courler says:

“With an earnest desire that an under-
standing may be reached, even without
mediation, diplomatic circles still count
this as being the best solutlon, so long
a&s neither one nor the other has taken the
irredeemable step.”

The Berliner Post, In its comments, says:

“President McKinley will doubtless do
everything to avert war, but popular senti-
ment may decide to the contrary.”

ANTON L. SEIDL DEAD.

The Celebrated Mualeal Director m
Yiectim of Polsoning From
Eating Fish.

‘New York, March 28.—Anton L. Seidl, the

celebrated musical director, died suddenly
in this eity to-night of poisoning, probably
resulting from eating flsh,

Mr. Seidl left his home shortly after din-
ner this evening and went to the home of
his business agent, F. Bernstein. He had
no sooner urrived there than he was taken
violently ill. *The famlly physician of Mr.
Bernstein was called. He  Immediately
diagnosed the patient's trouble as ptmaine
poisoning. Mr. Seldl ate fish for his din-
ner und the physician was of the opinion
that the poison came from the fish.

About 10 o'clock Mr. Seidl became Worse
and two other physiclans were summoned,
In splte of their efforts the patlent con-
tinued to grow worse until 10:15 o'clock,
when he dicd.

At the bedside of Mr. Seidl at the time
of his death were Mr=. Secidl, his wife, Mr.

Berustein and the attending physicians,
The body will be immediately moved to
Mr. Seldl's residencve, where the funeral

services prabably will be held.

Anton Seldl was born In Pesth, Hungary,
about 1850. When u yvoung man he wus
gecretiary 1o Richurd Wagner. After leav-
ing the office of Wagner he began the study
of music under Hans Richter, of Leipsic.

Mr. Seldl came o Amerlea about twelve
vears ago and at once became prominent
in musical work. He was recognized as the
ablest director of Wagneriun musie.

At the time of his death he was conduet-
Ing the concerts glven at the Woldorf-As-
toria and was recently selected as the
director of the permanent orchestra of New
York clity. which has been recently organiz-
ed and for which $100,000 s being ralsed by
subscription for maintenance,

He was also leader of the Philharmonic
Society of this city and was to have been
one of the musical directors of the Maurice
grand opera company next season.

A short time agoe he refused a call to
the Royal overs at Berlin. The offer was
mitde to him for a term of vears, but he de-
cided to remaln in this country.

LOPER UNDER ARREST.

Whone Horrowings Wrecked =
Philadeiphin Bank to Be
Prosecuied.

FPhiladelphia, March 28.—Richard F. Lo-
per, vice president and generil manager
of the Guarantors' Finance Company, was
placed under arrest this afternoon charged
with conspiracy to defraud the People's
bank. The warrant, which was sworn out
by Albert Tabor, receiving teller at the
Pecple's bank, charges that when the
bank closed its doors on March 25, Loper
was indebted to that institution to the ex-
tent of $600,0, for which he hud given
securities that were actually worthless,
Cashier John 8. Hopkins, of the People’s
bank, committed sulcidea Thursday morn-
ing, March 24, after he had learned that
application had been muade for a recelver
for the Grantors' company.

AMr. Loper subsequently entered bail Le-
fore Maglstrate Jermon In the sum of
$25,000. Iis bondsmen are Henry C. Ellis,
treasurer of the Guarantors' company, and
Gilbert Reter.

President McManes, of the People's bank,
to-night issued a sworn stutement in
which he personally agrees to make good
all losses of the bank’s procceds. He says
an examination reveals that the bank Is
insolvent, due to unauthorized and unlaw-
ful transactions between the dead cashler,
John 8. Hopkins and Richard F. Loper,
The amount of these transactions will
rench about $500.000, It is understood that
the capital stock of the bank., which is
150,000, <hall be paid In by the stockhold-
ers. In addition, President McManes con-
sents to the appointment of Thomas W.
Barlow as temporary receiver for the

bank.
SHOT BY HIS SON.

Insane From Drink a Cedar Rapids
Man Attemptis to KIll His
Family.

Cedar Ranids, la., March 3.—~While In-
gane from drink about § o'¢lock this morn-
ing Marion Sadler, n man about 5 years
old, attempted 1o kill his wife and son, Ar-

thur.

After firing four shots without effect the
son shot hiz father, the bullet striking him
in the stomach. The Infurtated man dropped
his revolver and ran for a rifle, which stood
by a sofa. The son intercented him and
reached the weapon first and jumped on it
with both feet. Mrs«. Sadler theén grabbed
the revolver from the floor, and to save her
=on fired the weapon. the bullet passing en-
tirely through the body near where the
other one had struck. The crazed man soon
fell exhausted.

Both Mrs. Sadler and her son, who Is 20
rears old, made stutements to-night and

th agree in every particular. The dying

man refused to-night to make an ante-
mortem etatement. He cannot llve until
morning.

SEATTLE FATHER'S REVENGE.

Siays the Man Whom He Says Huined
Three of Hin Dunugh-
tera.

Seattle, Wash., March 25.—M. F. Scheld-
erup. & well known insurance solicitor, was
shot and killed by E. M. Bradley, a prom-
inent eontractor, on the corner of Third
and Cherry etreets in the presence of a
large crowd of theatergoers. Schelderup
wng standing on the corner wualting for
Mise Bessie Bradiey, with whom he was
going to the concert at the theater. In-
gtead of being met by the young lady, he
wiag met by her father, who, without a
word, drew un old-fashlonesd Colt’s revolver
and shot Schelderup through the body.

Schelderup fell to the ground and ex-
pired in 0 few minutes.  Bradley turned
and started toward the police statlon. He

was overtanken by an officer and arrested
before reaching the station.

AL the statlon he would make no state-
ment beyond sayving thut he shot Schelder-
up beecause he had rulned three of his
daughters.

DUEL ON A TRAIN.

Two Young Men Shoot Each Other in
a Crowded Conch Near Sum-

mit, Gn.
Millen. Ga., March 238.—The night train
of the Millen Southwestern rallroad at
New  Summit. Ga.. last nizht was the

scene of a duel to the death between WHIT-
fam Oglesby, of Summit, and J. D. Holly,
of Durdenville, both young men of prom-
inenee,

They had a misunderstanding nbout some
trivini matter and, rising in thelr seats in
the crowded. lurching car, comm i
ing at ench other. Holly wus K
right and it is belleved that Oglesby will
die of his wounds. ' The Aying bullets nur-
rewly missed some of the passengers and
muny of the women on board were thrown
into hysterics.

TERRIBLE FRENCH TRAGEDY.

Robber Murderas a Famlily of Six Per-
sons—Was Arrested anmd
Confeaned.

Paris, March 28.—-At Hernay, in the de-
partment of the Eure, yvesterday evening,
& robber named Caillnrd murdoread 2 family
of six persons. Through a window of the
house Inhabited by the famlly, he shot and
killed the husband, hiz wife and tweo chil-

dren, who were plaving at @ table.

Callintd then entered the houss and cut
the throat of a little girl. Finally he
blew out the brains of a bedridden woman
71 vears of age. The murderer was arrested
and confessed to committing these and a
number of other crimes.

Double Indiane Tragedy.

Lafayette, Ind,, March 3.—At Otterbeln,
twelve miles east of this city this evening,
Frunk Cunningham shot at Mre. Emma
Timmons with a Winchester rifle, but
missed. He then turned the gun on Bertha
Timmons, a 13.yenr-ous girl, who had ran
uway from the house, shoodng her through
the head, killing her Instantly. Then, re-
entering the house, he shot and kilied him-
s¢lf with u revolver.

CHINA IS DOOMED.

GHREAT BRITAIN ABOUT TO JOIN THE
GAME OF GRAB.

COMPLETE CHANGE IN POLICY.

ABANDONS DEMAND FOR EQUAL
COMMERCIAL STATUS,

Will Seize Upon a Slice of Territory
Soon=L{ Hung Chang Charged
With Being a Traltor to
China=Japan May
Resist.

London, March 28,.—A statement has been
obtained In a competent quarter respecting
British Intentlons In China, In view of the
naval movements (n the far East. It 1s ad-
mitted that the British policy of maintain-
Ing the integrity of China, but demanding
equal commercial stutus of all nitions, has
been abandoned, owing to the concessions
made to Russia and Germany. 1t is added:

*“The only course left Great Britain is
to follow suit, obtain equal advantages with
the other powers, and sccure adequate com-
pensution In her own Interests. This ex-
plaing British naval activity at Hong Kong
and elsewhere. Therefore, & movement upon
the part of Great Britain may ba anticipat-
ed In the near future. It Is deemed improb-
able that Japan, single-handed, or stiil less
In conjunction with China, will combat the
policy of the European powers. She will
probably rest content with a compromise
satisfactory to her pride and securing the
position due her as the fruit of her vie-
tories over China.”

In the house of commons to-day, Mr. A.
J. Balfour, acting minister for foreign af-
falrs, replying to Sir Willinm Vernon Har-
court, the Liberal leader, promised a min-
isterlul stutement on the situation In the
far East before Easter.

The Globe (Conservative) says this after-
noon:

“The disappointment of the government
supporters at the progress of affairs in the
far East s becoming more acute. Unless
It is found that the government has secured
some tangible advantage, riot will set in
among its supporters. 1t is reported, how-
ever, from the best quarters, that the ap-
parent diplomatic defeat of Great Britain
masks a move of the greatest importance,
which will give Great Britain a favorable
position,”

The Daily Chronicle says this morning it
has reason to believe that an area of 10,000
square miles in the province of Shan 8i has
been conceded by China to a syndicate of
English capitallsts,

*1f this be true,” says the Dalily Chronl-
cle, ** it is obvious that Lord Salisbury has
approved the scheme.”

The Daily Mall's correspondent at Pekin,
telegraphing by way of Tlen Tsin, says:

1t is believed that Li Hung Chang Is
ghout to return to power and that another
mission to Europe is possible. Prince Kung
has refused to sign the Russo-Chinese con-
vention and has resigned the presidency of
the T=ung Li Yamen."”

The British squadron, according to a dis-
patch from Hong Kong to the Daily Mail,
has been ordered to Che Foo, on the north
coast of the Shang Tung promontory.

There Is reason to helieve, uccording to
a special dispntch from Shanghal, that the
American squadron at Hong Kong, instead
of walting, as was at first suppesed, in
proximity to Manilla, prepuratory to a His-
piuno-American war, is really intended as a
practical display of American sympathy
with Great Hritaln’s Chinese pollcy. The
Amerivan and British admirals, the dis-
patch says, have had frequent Interviews,

Prinve Henry, of Prussia, will leave
Hong Kong forthwith, in consequence of
the accentuation of the crisls,

Fekin, Muarch 28.—There is a feeling of in-
tense dejection among the Chinese, who
regard the concessions to Russii as the be-
ginning of the end. There are muny com-
plaints of the attitude of LI Hung Chang.
1t is pwserted by those knowing inner Chi-
nese affairs that, sloce his visit to St
Petersburg, Li Hung Chang has received
regular Russian pay.

A high Chinese officlal, whose patriotism
{8 unquestioned, described LI Hung Chang
as a traitor. '

As yet, Japan has made no protest.

Yokohama, March 25.—The unofficlal sec-
tion of the press is actively urging the gov-
ernment to resist Russia's action in China,
but the officiul press is silent. The diet
will meet May 20,

Pekin, March 2Z5.—The Chinese garrisons
were withdrawn to-day from Port Ar-
thur and Tua-Lien-Wan, the Russians land-
ing, and the Russian flag was hoisted at
both places.

FANNY DAVENPORT BETTER.

Rallled Gradually Yeaterday
There Is Some Hope for Her
Recovery.

Chicago, March 28.—The condition of Miss
Fanny Davenport, the actress, which was
reperted ns extremely critieal Inst night,
wis at irst sald to be improved to-day. her
physicians stating that Miss Davenport had
pazsed a compariatively comfortable night.
That her condition was still regarded ns
sorious, however, wos evidenced by the fact
that a consultatien of physlcians wis held
to-day. Miss Davenport’s relutives have
boen telographed for,

Later in the day it was stated by those
in attendence upon the celebrated actress
that the patlent was at death’s door and
slender hopes of her recovery were enter-
tadned.

To-night the condition of Miss Davenport
wis slightly improved. A gradual rally
was notleed by her physiclans durlng the
day and by night the patient’'s chances for
recovery were considered better than for
some days previous.

JOINS CATHOLIC FAITH.

Minn

Emmna Arnold, Formerly amn
Eplscopalian, Changes
Creed.

New York, March Z3.—Following closely
in the footsteps of her friend, Miss Eliza-
beth M. Gourney, Miss Emma Arnold, a
weil known worker In the Protestant
Epscopal church in this clty, has united
with the Cathollc communion.

Misz Arnold communicated 1o none of
the members of her family her intention
of changing her fuith, and all of them
were greatly surprized at her action when
they learned of It

From her childhond Mis= Arnold has al-
wnys been identitied with church work and
wits very devout, She comes of a family
long prominent in the social world of Phil-
adeiphia, where they formerly resided.

Died of Hydrophohia.

New York, March 28.—Mre. RKlizabeth
Van Nome, 1 widow 25 vears of upe, died
of hydrophobia at her home in West New
Brighton, Stuten lsland, to-day, Mre. Van
Name was Litteén on February 7 by a dog
which ran amuck throvgh the town, biting
four other persons,

BRIEF BITS OF NEWS.

Governor Leedy, of Kansas, has appolat-
ed M. H. Haskina coronor of Klglgman
county to fill the vacuney caused by the
denth of Coronor 8. Laning.

Governor Barnes has appointed Dr. Rob-
ert Wilson, of El Reno, member of the
Oklahomi bourd of dental exuminers, to
succeed Dr. . A. Peoples, of Guthrie, re-
moved,

Bernard Eveler, 88 vears of age, one of
the oldest residents of Jefferson Clty, died
yvesterdny afternoon of general debility. Mr.
Eveler bFad resided in Jefferson City for
over fifty years,

CITIZENS IF BORN HERE.

Supreme Cowrt Hands Down am Im-
portant Decinl on Citl
ship of Chinene.

Washington, March #3.—The case of the
United States against Wong Kim Ark was
declded in the United States supreme court
to-day, Justice Gray handing down the de-
cislon of the court. The case was appealed
by the United States from the district court
for the Northern district of Californla, and
it involved the citizenship of a person
born In this country of Chinese perents,
which had never heretofore been declded b
the supreme court. To-day's declslon will
have the effect of confirming the citlzen-
ship of such persons.

Wong Kim Ark wus born in the United
States in 1873 of Chinese parents, who had
reslded here for several years. When he
Erew up the young man returned to China
for a visit, and upon his attempting to re-
turn without presenting the usual certifi-
cate, he was detained on shiphoard by the
collector at San Francisco upon the ground
that under the luws restricting Chinese im-
migration he has not entitled to land.
Wong Kim Ark thereupon applied to Judge
Morrow, of the United States district court,
for a writ of habeas corpus, alleging that
he was an American eitizen because of his
birth In this country and regardless of the
nationality of his parents.

The rluu.-;tiun wias a new one, but after
ri\'luz t due consideration Judge Morrow
ssued the writ, thus deciding the question
in the Chinaman's favor, giving him his
liberty so far as the court could do so, und
recognizing his citizenship.

The United State attorney appealed the
case to this court, but in the meantime
Wong Kim Ark wus admitted to bail in s
own recognizunce. The case has been

ending since 189, when Wong Kim Ark
anded In San Francisco. There are said to
be several thousand persons in the United
Stutes whose status as citizens will be af-
fected by the decision rendered to-day.

SMOKING CIGARS ON A WAGER.

Eighty-aix Strong Regalian Dispased
of in Nine Hours on a Thames
Steamer in 18500,

From Pearson's Weekly.

A man well known In turf ¢ircles made a
curious wager in the year 186), in which
he backed himself to smoke one pound
weight of strong foreign regallas within
twelve hours. The conditions were that
the cigars should be smoked one at a time
to within an inch of the end, the backer of
time, s in the case of some plgeon match-
es, finding the weeds.

The muatch was decided on a Thames
steamer plying between London and Chel-
seqa, the smoker taking up a position well
forward In the bows, where he cuught the
force of the breeze that was blowing. The
cigars ran & hundred to the pound, so that
about elght an hour had to be consumed to
win the wager. A start was made at 10
o’clock In the morning. and the affalr was
finished at 7 in the evening.

In the course of nine hours and twenty
minutes eighty-six clgars were fairly
smoked, the greatest number consumed be-
ing in the second hour, when the smoker
dlsﬁosed of no fewer than sixteen. At the
eighty-sixth cigar, when fourteen only re-
milned to be smoked, the backer of time
E:m in, finding that the s=moker was

und to win. and the latter puffed the re-
mainder away at his leisure in the course
of the same evening.

The winner suhsequently declured that
he had not experienced the slightest dif-
ficulty or unpleasantness during the whole
time he was hlowini off the weeds., The
only refreshment taken during the prog-
réss of the match was a chop at 2 o'clock,
the eating of which cccupled twenty min-
utes, and a gill and a half of brandy in
cold water at Intervals throughout the

day.
CAPTAIN CURTIS DEAD.

Father of the Kansas Congressman
Passes Away at His Home in
the Territory.

Washington, March 28.—(Special.) Rep-
resentative Curtis, of Topeka, to-night re-
celved the news of the sudden death of his
father.

Topeka, Kas., March 28.—(Speclal.) Cap-
tain “Jack™ Curtls, as he was known by
all the old settlers here, came to Kansas
from Indiana, In 15855, with his father and
settled on a farm about twenty-five miles
northeast of Topeka, on the old wagon
trail to Leavenworth. Their house was the
stopping place for the frelghters in_ the
early days. When the war broke out, Jack
organized a a.-orn!mns' and served on the
frontier durlng the entire strife. He was
made a captaln on account of his cournge
and abllity. When the war elosed, Captain
Curtls came to Topeka and for years ran
a ferrvboat on the Kaw. He acquired a
large tract of land in what {s now North
Topeka, but disposed of it in the 60s. He
married n Kansas girl and as a result of
the union two children were horn,Congress-
mun Charles Curtls and a daughter, who
Is now private secretary to her brother.
Mrs. Curtia died when the children were
small and the captain married agaln. He
was subsequently divorced from his second
wife and then went to the territory to live.
That was ubout fifteen years ago. He mar-
ried for the third time and has resided In
the territory ever since,

1898 IS WORTH WATCHING.

Not Sinece 1631 Has There Been So Pe-
culiar a Numerical Com-
binntion.

A German statistieal sclentist, In an arti-
cle In the Magdeburg Zeltung, calls atten-
tion to the remarkable attributes of the
year 1888, No man In the present generu-
tion has lived or will live under such pe-
cullar clrcumstances, a condition that has
not appeared since 1651, and will not ap-
peur again until the vear 2118, People im-
bued with o supérstitious bellef and mem-
bers of thirteen clubs ought to watch close-
Iy the events of this remarkable year.

As a starter, the numeral 188 can he (di-
vided by 13, and the four figures added to-
ﬁt»thvr gives 26, which can also be divided

¥ 11. The numeral of the year 1588 also
belongs to the remarkable group of four-
sided numbers. of which only elght have
exigted since the birth of Christ, 158 being
the ninth. Take 188 for example. Bub-
tract the first figure from the third and the
value of the second and fourth are recejved.
These peculinr yvear numberz have hen
1010, 1121, E242, 1343, 1454, 1565, 1676, 1787, and
now 1808 The last time the pecullar cond-
tion of 13 existed was in 1651. This could
evenly be divided by 14, and the figures
1. 6, 5 and 1 added together give 13.

HER STOMACH TAKEN AWAY.

Mre, Maggini, a Californian Who Has
Parted With That Organ,
Doing Well.

Ban Francisco, Cal., March 28 —Mrs, Mag-
gini, whose stomach was eviscerated a
month ago, does not seem to miss what has
always been considered a very necessury
and useful organ. She has been gaining
weIth steadily since she parted comipany
with her stomach and is on the road to
recovery from one of the most wonderful
und daring surgical operations ever per-
formed.

Mr=. Magginl will not be out of danger,
however, until she gets rid of the little sil-
ver button which was used to fasten the
intestines to the oesophagus when the stom-
ach was removed, and until that sloughs
away she will be In some danger.

Mra. Ogden Milln' Bedroom.
From & New York Letter.

The slecping apartment of Mrs. Ogden |

Mills, of New York, is the envy of all her
friend=. Her bed is a thronelike affair that
wis  bullt fn America.  After examining
beds in the Parlsian shops, Mre. Mills de-
cided they were all lacking in the eon-
venivnces and comforts the modern Amer-
lean woman  demands for her sleeping
hours., So =he came home, and of very
plain oak her bed was hollr, the lafty can-
opy frame put up, the embroideries, ordered
from an Amerlcan needlewoman, hung, and
then the great curtains and coveriid were
edeged with forty pounds of bullion fringe.
These requizites for n perfect Morie An-
toinette bed brought the price of it up far
inta the thonsands, but the end was not
yet., A wonderful founduation of spiral steel
springs tirst lined the inside of the couch,
on the top of this & thin falt mattress was
aced, and then on top a halr bed, sHpped
n it big sllken cover. before shests or
blankets could Iw Iaid on. Finally the
headboard, decorated by the brush of uan
American artlst, was put into place, and
lastly the electriclan was called in to give
the finlshing touches. The good offices of
the electrician were not an original idea
on the part of Mrs. Mills, for al? the new
beds, built for comfort us well asg heauty,
have first of all a tiny button that anyone
Iving on the plllow can easily reach, touch
and turn on the light in a group of bulbs
artistically arranged in the headboard. In
Mrs. Mills' bed a couple of gilded Cuplds
in this board hold each a spray of lights
that shed their radiance down softly over
the pillow &t the exact angle necded for
comfortable reading. To make the light
perfectly agreenble and easy for the eyes
the globes of glass are first ground and
then treated with a varnish that subdues
the hard electric glare.

PUT THE SAILORS TO SHAME.

Cattlemen on the Philadelphian Did
Earnest Werk Saving Lives
of Mariners,

From the Boston Evenlaog Record.
A cattleman’s a creature
Wot it's best to leave alone
1f ‘es s-wearing Sunday clothes,
*Eas plcked a fellow’n bone.
*Es full of sloppy weather
Yet sometimes it may be
*E teachos Britlah sallors
'Ow to face the raging sea.

When the Leyiand liner Philadelphia
pulled up to her dock at Liverpool with tha
lamp-trimmer acting as quartermaster and
half her crew below on the sick liat, on
her last outward trip, the marine reporters
looked for a sew story,

All they heard was that the ship had lost
two men at sea while tryving to reach a
craft In distress. When last Tuesday the
Philadelphian pulled up at East Roston.
Commercinl street heard the rest of the
story. Yesterday from “Hell's Kitchen.”
at the upper énd to “The Sallor’s Home,”
near the market, In all the dark, dingy
little offices, where men slgn for $13 per
month to man pumps to Bombay and back
agaln, they were telling it over: how Tom
Reed, refrigerator man, and Mathew Duffy,
cittleman, put the foremast hands to
ghame,

The Philadelphlan left Boston. outwnard.
January 26 She carrled her full crew and
some twenty cattiemeén. It was holiday
salling for the first part of the trip, a sea
without a wrinkle, not enough wind to
clap the signal linés agalnst the mast.

February 2, when they were %0 miles off
Fastnet, came w change, The morning
opened as black as the inside of a siik hat,
and the =ea began to leave the forefoot of
the steamer. About 4 p. m. the man on
the watch reported & ship down on the line,
showing three balls. a signul of distress.

It was the tramp Tahasco. out from Sun-
derland, bound to the West Coast. She had
lost her propeller and wanted a tow. The
Philadelphian brought up within a mile of
her and down went n boat with six men
and & heavy line. They made that fast,
E:tu: tha very starting of the engines broke

Three lines, one after the other, were
passed over. The boat crew had bean al-
mosi three hours on the water, and it had
grown so dark that it was useless to go
over the slde. So all night long the two
lay side by side,

The wind was strong from the south-
west next morning. It was blowing down
halfl a mountuin gale, and the sens were
plling up.

When the boat was ordered away at
6:3 o’clock, the ships were bowing up and
down at one another like a pair of slack
wire performers.

Cullen, King. Taylor, Sheffleld, Quarter-
master Dumbell and another seamun took
thelr pluces In the boat. It all happenad
in a minute. The stern fall on the davits
parted and five of the six boat’s crew
were thrown Into the witer.

Cullen alone held to his seat, while the
boat splashed below. A wild ery went up
from the men In the water. They grabbed
at the oars and floating stuff in the boat.
Tne steamer was just under way, and in
two minutes she had left the men asatern,
black spots In the white faced winter sea.
Fuli speed ahead she was put to bring
her around to weather of the men. Then
in that position orders were given to lower
a boat to pick the men up.

There was n hullabaloo on deck as the
sallormen were ordered Into the boat. Not
a man moved. The officers yelled and
shouted; they drove the redhot words of
shame Into the sallormen—words that
were reinforced from the water below,
where the faint cries of the drowning men
were heard.,

To the credit of the officers, they came
forward. The second mate and bos'un led
into the rescue boat, and a quartermaster,
fireman and one sallor followed. Still one
was needed. Then Matthew Duffy, the
cattleman, sprung forward. Leaping to
the rall he turned to look back at the

men.

“Will you leave your pals drown?' he
yelled, “Shame on you for =allimen!™
and he leaped into the vacant seat.

Down went the boat with a crash. The
sea. wus tumbling uround and the boat
tossed to a turning point. Down went the
oars, but the craft slipped to leeward.

Even while they were making for the
men, Taylor, one of the sallormen, threw
up his hands. “Good-by, boys,"" he cried,
and down he went. A minute later Bhef-
field, to whom the quartermaster haa giv-
en an oar, threw it toward him. “I'm do
;‘l‘nm." he sald, “take this and try al::i

eep up.'”

The men In the rescue boat grew white
and cold as they saw the sailor go down.
On deck the holdbacks looked on without
a sound.

Tom Reed. the refrigerator man, rushed
on deck. Dumbell was right over the side.
His eyes had closed and the two cars wera
slipping from his grasp.

He with the rest had been over an hour
in the water. Somebody fixed a bowline on
Reed and over he went. He came up aslde
of Dumbell, and treading the witer he
transferred the line and the quartermaster
was pulled on board. Half an hour later,
Recd was pulled back. King and Johnson,
the two remaining men, were at last plcked
up. They were more dead than alive.

At 8 o'clock the steamer was under way.
The Tabasco had refused to send a boat,
and so they left her. As for the officers,
there was-loud talking when the rescue
men got back. The sallormen who refused
are walking the water front In Liverpool,
and the pext cattlemen who meets them
a;lui knows the story will throw straws at
them.

A POET’S PRETTY WIFE.

Firat Visit of Mrs. Richard Le Gal-
llenne to the United
States.

Julie Nooregard Le Galllenne, the wife
of the well known English writer, Richard
Le Galllenne, to whom she has been mar-
rled just a year, s a charming looking
woman, i little over medium height, slight,
with hair of nondescript shade, nelther
brown nor golden, large gray eves and a
figure petite and well formed. She Is Dan-
ish by birth., having resided In England
only six years, the first two of which were
:«{mnt in acquiring the language, which
she speaks with the slightest possible ac-
cent, just enough to lend pigquancy and
quite in Keeping with her distinctive per-
sonality. Her English home Is at Hazle-
mere, & suburb of London, where there
is w small literary colony, including Conan
Doyle and Grant White, the author of the
famous novel, “The Woman Who Did.™"

Mrs. Le Galllenne was engaged In lit-
erury work before her marriage and Is at
present furnishing a_ series of articles on
“Beauty Embreidered” for the Woman, a
London publication. She has nlso written
on Dunish art for the London Studio and
has been on the staff of the London Star
and Morning Leader, corresponided for the
Danish Politike, published in Copenhagen.
and Is at present under contract from a
ni“mh" of American papers and maga-
zines.

Unleas the Pollece Interfered.

*“I chanced to overhear a conversation
r few weeks ago In Havana that was
both Interesting and amusing,” remarked
n gentleman who was until recently gon-
nected officlally with the United States con-
suinte at Havana., to a Washington Star
reporter. © while dining In u cafe one even
ing my attention wa=s attractes by n Span-
ish officer and an Englishman seated at an
adjoining table. The Spaniard. who was a
well known officer, was somewhat flushed
with wine, and he spoke in loud tones, his
remarks being frnught with braggadocio.
The Englishman was alzo a well known
resident of Havana, havin~ large business
interests there.

“1 cite this incident " continued the ex-
offictal, **merely to show that the Spun-
fards feel thoroughly confident that they
coultl make a strong, if not overpowering,
showing in case of wur with this country,
The subject was discussed by the Span-
jard and the Englishman for several mo-
ments, until  finally the former sneeringly
said: *Why. 1 could land in Florida with
o5 i) men and walk right through the
whole United States.”

“The reply of the Enelishman was the
amusing part of the Incident.

wiyes, you could” he sald in the most
garcastic manner; ‘ves you could—if the
police didn’'t stop you.'’

She Wan a Helle.

From the Grand Raplds (Mich.) Press.

They are employed in offices In the Mich-
fgan Trust bullding, just across the hall
from such other, he and she. Her employer
has a Citizens' telephone; hig has a Bell
instrument. There is little need of & mutu-
al understanding between the two offices
that the 'phones are for the commaon usnge
of both. because nelther office often has oc-
cusgion to use any other kind of ‘phone be-
sides = owre

An exceptional occasion presented ltself
the other day, however, and he stepped
across to her office,

“Have you a Citlzens' "phone?"” he asked,
and she replied in the affirmative.

“Well,” he ventured, “I'm a citizen. Can
1 use it?"

Why. of course, he could use it. But In-
witrdily she was inclined to envy his abili-
ty to stand upn and ass=ert his citizenship
in this way, for some of her womanly pro-
wnriiies were of the “newish™ sort. An

our luter she balanced accounts with him.

“Have yvou a Bell telephone?” she asked,
on stepping into his office. He did not try
to deny it.

“Well, I'm a belle, can I use 1t?"

S8he—*"But 1 have never given you any eén-
couragement.””

He—"You have frequently alluded to your
rich relatives.™

K LEVEE GOES OUT.

THOUSANDS OF ACRES UNDER WAT-
ER AT SULLIVAN, IND,

—

MANY FAMILIES IN DANGER.

OHIO RISING RAPIDLY AND MAY
BREAK ITS LEVEES.

Has Reached a Stage of Over Sixtye
one Feet at Clucianati-River
Pirates Are Reapiag a Rich
Harvest in the Flood-
ed Dintrict.

Sullivan, Ind., March 3. —The leves on
the Wabash river went out to-night with &
break of 100 feet, entailing « loss of §1900,000.
Twenty thousand acres of land are over-
flowed, and hundreds of families are ren-
dered homeless and destitute. Citizens
are respanding for miles around in their
efforts (o remove familles and stock. Hun-
dreds of cattle and horses are hemmed
in. Such a rush of water was pever known
in this section of the country before.

A calamity, second only to the great
Johnstown Hood, is upon us, The levee i3
eleven miles long and was built at a cost of
$50,000,

A grand effort Is being made to rescus the
families from their submerged homes,

The Indiana & inols rallrond suffers a
serlous loss. The road officlals are direct-
Ing and rendering every assistance In the
work of relief. The waters at this hour, 3
o'clock, are making a mad rush through
the bottom’lands, uprooting trees and tuk-
ing everything in its path. It is feared that
many people who were slow to take warn-
Ing, will meet death In the flood, A dis-
patch from Emelrson says that 12,000 bush-
els of corn and sixty-filve hogs were swopt
away by the floods to-day.

An Oszood apecial says:

The B. & 0. S. W. milroad cannot run
trains over this part of the road. The
track east of here between Lawrenceburg
and Aurora for three and one-half miles is
four feet under water. Trains go to Cin-
cinnatl by North Vernon via the Big Four
route,

The Ohio is rising at the rate of five
inches an hour with no Immediate pros-
pects of stopping. The conditions ‘*ura
alarming and fears that the levee will
break at Lawrenceburg are entertained.

The Wnabash reached 227 feet to-day, this
belng the highest ever known and is still

rising. The levees below the clity which
have stood the pressure gave way this aft-
ernoon and the low of Lawrence
county, already Inundated by the overflow,
will soon be a sea of water, suffering
and loes of property will be great.
Cincinnati, March 25.—Until the weather
becomes settled there can be no rellabla
rediction in regard to the flood in the
lo. But for the raln which began about
2 o'clock this morning in the valley
the river here would not have
sixty feet. The precipitation here up to 7
o'clock this morning was one-half inch. To-
night raln is reported from the same storm
from Fortsmouth to Parke . Never-
theless the Ohlo Is falling at all points
above here. The swell that brought the
here this

river further up stream. From 5 to 8 o'clock
this afterncon the river was statlonary.
Since then it has risen one-tenth of a foot
hourly and at ¥ o'clock is sixty-one and
three-tenths. What it shall be to-morrow
de‘vcnds wholly on whether or not there
will be additional rainfall in the Ohlo val-

ley. All rallways are run truins oo
their refu.!ar lines to- t. condition
of peopla exiled from by water is

the same as ls'esterd.ay.

The only difference In the flooded dis-
tricts from that reported last night ls that
the water ls nearly two feet deeper. It
has reached the foot of the hill nearly
everywhere, so that to extend its Invasicn
it will have to rise relatively much higher.
Steamboat navigation down the river con-
tinues without Interruption. 1If there Is no
more rainfall the river will begin to ne
about midnight at about 615 feet and after
that will run out rapidly.

River pirates are reaping a
These are fresh water tramps of unknown
antecedents and mysterious means of sub-
sistence who infest the whole length of
the river, living in shanty boats. They are
all astir skiffs now picking up whatever
they can lay hands on, and compelling
owners ashore to place a double guard on
property.

The HBanker and the Farmer.

From Harper's Weeklr.

tIhia Hon. Ii’{l H. t(:tml'::l'lll‘.l b;llmtmtu the
8 ng qualities of alfalfa saying:

“The alfalfn farm is a dividend paying
investment through all kinds of measons,
an Insurance uﬁllm hall, as well as a
guarantee from drouth. [ have seen a fleld
in bloom cut to the ground a June hail,
and in less than thirty days ming l?lin
for the harvest. What other crop will do
that? . . . . I belleve this is the best
paying business In the West to-day.”

There are many men in the West to-day
who have recognized the truth of what
Mr. Churchill says. The crop fallures of
recent years showed that it paid to ralse
alfalfa. One of the best known newspuaper
writers In Nebraska, J. W. Johnson, toid
in the Nebraska State Journal. on Novem-
ber 21 Iast, a story that illustrated this
fact graphically. He had been driving near
Culbertson, in the western part of Ne-
bruska, and his companion stopped sudden-
Iy and polnted out a brick bank bullding
in town and a white farmhousa not fur
from town. Those bulldings concerned the
careers of two men. One was a banker
who had come out into Nebraska about fif-
teen yeuars before. He had been county
treasurer of one of the best known coun-
tles of lowa, and had brought with him
to Nebraska nearly 0,00, with which he
started a bank. He did very well, until
hard times came along. and then he got In-
to difficulltes. The other man was a Rus-
slan peasant, who came (o the same pluce
a vear or two later. It took about all of
his snvings to get to hiz destipation. so
that it is sald of him that when he reached
Culberson he was s “poor as a rat."” Thut
mun got hold of & bushel of alfalfa seed
and he raised as much of the hay as he
could from it, Increasing his erop year b
cear. He ruised cattle hogs as wel
fe nlwnys had crops when corn and wheat
and other cereals falled. and he always had
live atock to sell. He soon so
that he gave to each of his sons at mar-
ringe a farm. and to his daughter, who was
murried not long ago, he gave $1,900 In cash
—nn unheard of wedding gift for a farmer
to make out In that territory. This alfalfa
grower had o iderable busi to do
with the bank. According to Mr. Johnson,
when he found that the bank was in trou-
ble, he demanded his money. The bank
went down, but the farmer remalned Iu
control, and the banker had to quit. Al-
falfa for that man had not only withstood
all the storms of nature. but had helped
him to survive the financlul storms that
had swept over that region. Those furmers
In the West who have ralsed alfalfs with
care and intelligence are not anmong the
people who are distressingly poor.

They Pass Unnoticed.

“It Is a common experience with the
Initiated,” sald u populnr actor recently.
“that theatrical audlences—provinclal ones
especially—from time to time hear most
ridiculous blunders on the stage without
noticing them.

“An actor, who was more remarkabls
for a quick than accurates ‘study.’ onca
expressed himself as follows: s

*““The hansom cab was picked up off
the Esplanade with & handkerchief tight-
Iy tied about Its mouth: when removed,
it was found to he perfectly dead.”

“Not the least ripple on the part of the
audlence followed 1o show that their ris-
fhie facultles had been touched., A few
nights later, confused by the unmerciful
chufing of the company, he safd:

**The Esplanade was picked up off the
man,' ete.. with precisely similar results.

“During the production of a4 recent Lon-
don success in a large provineial town,
the ‘heavy man.” who baé Just caused the
hero to be locked up on a charge of mur-
der, addressed the heroine In these words:

“*Put. belleva me, you have my fullest
sympathy. If T, like yourself, huve given
evidence agalnst the 'rrlmner. I only spoke
of what saw and heard, although T
I"‘in“:r the man to he my lover and your

val.’

“The people on the stage ware -
vulsed with suppressed laughter, m_
strunge to say, the audience remained per-
fectly passive.”

Bones—"Willlams Is bound to get on in
life. He has a will of hix own.”" Morgan—
“Yes. but he wouldn't mind being men-
tioned In somebody else’s.”"—Tit-Bits,

A




